
As the regular session of the
Alabama Legislature passes
the halfway mark, there are
many unresolved issues.  The
Senate is still divided on most
issues, passing only a few bills
thus far.  The House has been
more productive, but gambling
issues and partisan politics
have divided that body as well.
The second half of the session
will focus primarily on
government accountability and
the never ending search for
more revenue.  Look for some
emotional legislative debates
ahead.

The Riley Administration has
been unable to gain the
necessary legislative support
for their proposals.  Alabama
has truly evolved into a two
party state and our legislative
branch is now deeply bogged
in partisan bickering.  Con-
gressman Bob Riley made no-
bid contracts a central plank in
his election campaign.  Now,
Governor Riley is forced to
defend state hiring practices
and points out that outside
contracts are far more efficient
for the taxpayers and in many

With Your Help - The Council Can Lead...
instances produce a better
product.  The debate is clearly
politically charged, and will
rage on for years to come.

Rest assured that the Alabama
Council will continue to
engage in the debate when
appropriate and work to make
sure that our leaders under-
stand the difference when
bidding for professional
services. Our professional
lobbying team at Fine, Geddie
and Associates is on the hill
daily and our interests are
represented.  But, we can’t rely
entirely on them.  Our member
architects must engage in the
process at home.  Each
Chapter should schedule at
least one monthly meeting
each year where their House
and Senate members are
invited to address the chapter.
Such meetings would raise the
visibility of the profession and
foster better rapport with our
elected leaders.

We must also dramatically
improve the participation in
funding ArchiPAC, our
political action committee.  In

the last election cycle,
ArchiPAC contributed over
$65,000 to legislative candi-
dates.  Today, our PAC
balance is low and we need
every firm to commit to an
annual funding goal to keep
ArchiPAC functioning at a
sufficient level.  This year, one
third of the seats on the
Alabama Supreme Court are
up for election. Alabama
voters have drastically changed
our high court over the past
three election cycles.  The
current court stopped
Alabama’s jackpot justice
system.  However, the trial bar
is poised to reclaim control of
the high court if the business
community fails to adequately
fund the court races in 2004.

Please consider making a
contribution to ArchiPAC
today to help rebuild our PAC
funds.  We need to pool our
resources to be more visible
and more effective.

Please send your contribution
payable to ArchiPAC to the
AIA Office today.

Alabama Council members visit U. S. Senator Richard Shelby.
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President’s Message
A Message from 2004 President Patrick Davis, Jr., AIA
Gresham Smith & Partners, Birmingham

Patrick Davis, Jr. , AIA

The month of March 2004 has
been an extremely busy one for
the Leadership of the Alabama
Council AIA.  Several of us
attended the Grassroots Leader-
ship Conference in Washington
D.C. on March 3 thru 6.  The
Legislature is currently in full
swing and we have been keeping
our eye on several pieces of
legislation.   Two of these
pieces, if they move forward,
could potentially be dangerous
to our profession.  We have had

meetings with the leadership of the American Council of
Engineering Companies of Alabama and the Associated
Builders and Contractors to discuss our mutual interests and
how we can support each other’s legislature programs.

The Grassroots Program is one of the best events that AIA
puts on every year.  Typically the event is for component
leaders at the national, state and local levels.  However, any
AIA member who wishes can attend.  We heard about several
of AIA’s main goals in 2004.  These issues include:
•  Government Advocacy
•  The AIA Brand and Continuing Public Relations
•  Diversity
•  Emerging  Professionals
•  Healthy Substantial and Livable Communities.

We had several meetings with our representatives and their
staffs including Bud Cramer, Mike Rogers, Terry Everett, Joe
Bonner, Artur Davis and Spencer Bachus.  We also met with
Senator Richard Selby and presented an award to Senator Jeff
Sessions for his work on having brownfields legislation
passed.   During those meetings we advocated support of the
transportation equity at reauthorization (highway bill).  This
issue advocates the support of this bill and also advocates that
Architects be involved in community enhancement studies to
show the degree to which good design has positive economic,
social and environmental effects.  Also, the degree to which
transportation projects contribute to improvements in public

Alabama Architectural Foundation
Welcomes New Member
James H. Emack, Jr. - President Emack Slate Company, Inc. since 1997.  Emack Slate
concentrates on representation of and distribution for manufacturers in Division 7 products for
the roofing industry.  Jim has been with the family company since 1983.  Prior to working at
Emack Slate, he was an architectural salesman for Manville Corp. in Denver and Chicago. Born
in Birmingham, graduated from the University of Alabama, married to Kaye, they have 2 sons -
Henry and Carter.  Currently serving on the UAB Leadership Cabinet, the Child Care Resources
Board and is a member of St. Luke’s Episcopal Church.

James H. Emack, Jr.

health, safety and welfare.  Of interest to several of our
legislators was the tax fairness and job creation (the jobs
bill).  In this bill, the AIA urges members of the House of
Representatives to expand its provisions beyond C corpora-
tions to include S corporations, partnerships and other
corporate entities.  Currently the bill only allows incentives
for C corporations and fails to recognize that the majority of
our membership is made up of individual practitioners and
small firms.

And of course, the highlight of the entire Grassroots event
was the Accent on Architecture Gala at which our Samuel F.
Mockbee, FAIA, was awarded the Gold Medal.  It is
particularly thrilling to walk into the Institute and see his
name engraved on the black granite wall along with the
names of so many other famous visionary architects.
Attendees at Grassroots this year included Jamie Aycock,
Richard Barrow, Noland Bearden, Don Brown, Mike
Chapman, Ty Cole, Marc Goldman, Bob Hall,  Farouk
Hassan, Jay Jenkins, David Parker, Richard Taylor and
Larry Vinson.

The Legislature has been somewhat sluggish this year,
however, there are several bills which we are keeping our
eye on along with the help of Clark Fine and Larry Vinson.
Some of these items we review almost on a daily basis in
order to be sure that we are aware of their potential for
activity.  These bills are spelled out on page four.

Please mark your calendars for the Council Convention to
be held at Baytowne Wharf, July 25-27,  in Sandestin,
Florida.  The location and accommodations will be excellent
and the event is sure to be memorable.  Our program focus
this year will be on sustainable design and green architec-
ture.  We are making contact with several leaders in the
sustainable and green architecture fields to supplement our
faculty for the program.  Please mark your calendars.

The Call for Entries to the Gulf Coast Region Annual
Design Awards is out.  If you have not seen the Call for
Entries, please do not hesitate to call Jamie Aycock, AIA,
Regional Director, at 205.933.9060.
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ARCHITECTS AND AMERICA
(An Excerpt from AIA Grassroots)

It is no longer acceptable to continue to build ever outwards into the suburbs.
It is no longer acceptable to abandon both the rich cultural history and the future viability of our nation’s urban areas.
It is unacceptable as a community to forsake the environmental, social, and economic health of downtown and historic areas.

Making all of our communities sustainable must be the new standard of the new century.  At the American Institute of Architects, we
understand that the American people want us to help build healthier communities for generations to come.  That is what sustainability means to
residents, and so that is our call to arms to make sustainability a reality.

The American Institute of Architects is uniquely positioned to help lead the way.  We’ve listened to what is on the hearts and minds of
Americans.  We have talked with them about what direction they want to see their communities take, and what kind of a role they would like to see us
as architects play.  We are speaking the language of the American people, and they are looking to us to find solutions:

➣ A local architect can and should be a trusted team member within the community at large.  We work with local residents to design
buildings, public spaces, and transportation alternatives to make our urban areas more sustainable.  Urban areas are complex, with long and
storied histories.  We don’t pretend to have all the answers, and we don’t assume we can do all the work on our own.  But we do offer a
long history of experience and expertise which, combined with the local knowledge and heartfelt needs of residents, can offer solutions to
our cities’ most pressing sustainability problems.

➣ Architects design communities on a human scale.  Americans like to walk.  Americans like to bike.  More emphatically than anything else,
Americans are fed up with traffic.  But the way communities are designed, they are left with no acceptable alternative.  The communities of
the 21st Century can and should have alternatives to driving – if they are designed by architects.

➣ Preserving open space within every neighborhood makes for healthier communities. Revitalizing brownfields or encouraging the
protection of open space is something local residents trust local architects to handle with care.  This is an issue of quality of life, and
architects are best able to see the big picture.  We know how to build more pleasant surroundings and incorporate more public places that
will encourage residents to interact.  That leads to healthy communities, healthier residents, and a better quality of life for everyone.

➣ Architects are conservationists and preservationists by our very nature.  We want to keep things as much the way they are – including
historic buildings and environmental landscapes – while still planning for the future.  By revitalizing our urban areas, we will give residents
less reason to move out to the suburbs, which will ease traffic congestion and air pollution.  Architects can help address the root problems
of poor air quality by encouraging alternative forms of transportation.

Architects are connected and accountable to our communities.  Architecture is a client-driven and community-drive industry.  But what makes us
different and better suited to address the long-term needs of sustainability is that our most important client IS the community.  We not only welcome
community input – we need it.  And our success is dependent on the satisfaction of the people we serve.
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The leaders of the Alabama Council and the
American Council of Engineering Companies
of Alabama met recently to compare notes on
pending legislation and discuss our mutual
interests.  This is the second meeting of the
group in as many years.  The discussion was
good and the consensus was that we need to
meet together more frequently to promote the
design and building professions and achieve
better symmetry between the professions.

A number of bills were discussed
including:

SB 206, by Sen. Vivian Figures (D) of Mobile,
which would abolish the Interior Design Board.
The bill is obviously very controversial among
interior designers and interior decorators.  Both
architect and engineering firms are being urged
to get involved in the battle.  The Alabama
Council leadership voted to stay out of the fray,
unless the debate changes and health, safety
and welfare issues arise.

SB 285, by Sen. Del Marsh (R) of Anniston,
known as the prompt pay bill, would require
public entities to pay contractors in a timely
manner, usually within 30 days of the comple-
tion of the project.  The legislation is being
sponsored by the Associated Builders and
Contractors.  The Alabama Council favors the
legislation and Council President Patrick Davis
has asked the ABC to add us to the provisions
of the bill.  The bill is being opposed by the
Association of County Commissioners, a
substantial lobbying force in Montgomery.

SB 377, by Sen. Jim Preuitt (D) of Talladega,
would allow a county or incorporated munici-
pality to contract without obtaining competitive
bids for goods or services provided the price
does not exceed the price which the state has

Architects & Engineers Must Stand Together
established through the competitive bid process
for the same goods or services.  The Alabama
Council will monitor this legislation.

SB 387, by Sen. Larry Means (D) of Gadsden,
would place a number of restrictions on public
entities regarding contracting for outside
services, which would require the head of an
agency to certify that there is no state employee
classification to perform the service.  If there is
no state employee who can do the job, then the
Finance Director would be required to certify
that fact and that the contract is at a competi-
tive price.  The bill would require each contract
to be reviewed by the Legislative Contract
Review Committee.  The bill calls for the full
disclosure of any person who has contacted an
agency, representative of state government or
the governor’s office regarding the contract.
The Alabama Council opposes the bill and
believe it adds unnecessary burdens and
restrictions to the bidding process.  We will
oppose the bill and work with the engineers to
defeat it.

HB 520, by Rep. Micky Hammon (R) of
Decatur, would create retainage standards for
private contracts.  The bill would limit
retainage to five percent in private contracts.
The bill is being pushed by the subcontractors
association.  The Alabama Council leadership
voted to join with the Associated General
Contractors in opposing the legislation.

It was decided that the leadership of the two
groups would meet again on April 30th.
Among potential agenda items for the next
meeting are discussions on how we work better
together on shop drawings, substitutions,
specifications, documents and other areas of
design and construction.

L to R:  Chuck Penuel, Bob Portera, Renee Casillas, Larry Vinson, Meg McGovern, James
Joyce and Patrick Davis.
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Creating Community in Alabama
You know Alabama architecture & design . . .

We need to hear from you!!
Creating Community in Alabama: Architecture for Living Together will be a visually stunning book of photographs and text document-
ing how  design helps create memorable Alabama communities.  Help us pick the places that will be featured, by nominating your favorite
Alabama buildings and places that express community.

Tell us about the special buildings and places that best exemplify one of the community design concepts below. Feel free to be highly
subjective! (Priority will be given to those NOT featured in Alabama Architecture.)

• Landmarks – singular, distinct, imageable, point of orientation, anchor
• Centers – core, place of convergence, gathering place, junction, focal point
• Paths – passage, connection, link, such as a walkway, street, railroad, bridge
• Districts – areas that have a common character, a sense of unity
• Edges & Gateways – boundaries, organizing elements that delineate a specific area
• Connecting Fabric – buildings/places that connect and knit together
• Meaning – significance, symbolism, memory, associations, anchors to the past
• Identity – image unique to a particular place, icon, what makes a place recognizable
• Variety – diversity, ambiguity, choice, vitality, complexity, whimsy

Building/Place _______________________________________________________________________________________________

Address/Location ____________________________________________________________________________________________

What design element (above) does it embody?______________________________________________________________________

Comments/insights ___________________________________________________________________________________________

Name, phone, email ___________________________________________________________________________________________

Please include a SNAPSHOT or other image!!

ALSO, we are looking for images of Alabama buildings and places that illustrate the failure to incorporate design elements that
make for successful communities. Nominate the places whose lack of design hurts community well-being.

Building/Place ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Address/Location ____________________________________________________________________________________________

What design problems does it represent? __________________________________________________________________________

Comments/insights___________________________________________________________________________________________

Name, phone, email __________________________________________________________________________________________

Please include a SNAPSHOT or other image!!

Send as many nominations as you like BY MARCH 31, 2004 to:
Alice Bowsher, Editorial Director • 2432 Crest Road • Birmingham, AL  35223 • (205-933-9197)

The ALABAMA ARCHITECTURAL FOUNDATION is a nonprofit organization dedicated to the mission of educating Alabamians
about architecture and the building arts.  The Foundation has selected editor and architectural historian Alice Meriwether Bowsher,
involved in the Alabama architectural scene for over 20 years, to write this sequel to Alabama Architecture.

Won’t you join us in producing a book that celebrates
the importance of design for Alabama communities?
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