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We are so pleased to announce our Call for Entries for the AIA Alabama Excellence in
Design Awards program for 2026. There are several exciting changes for this year’s
competition. The jury will be from the Austin, Texas area and chaired by Kevin Alter,
Alterstudio Architecture.

Entries will be accepted in electronic format, along with one project display board. The
project display board will NOT be used by the judges but will be used for the People’s Choice
Award at our annual conference. A PowerPoint template has been designed with simple
instructions and is easy to use. The format allows for a brief program statement and project
summary and accepts digital images to visually describe the work. Each firm will receive the
Excellence in Design Award Submittal format via email after they register their project(s).

Criteria

The 2026 Excellence in Design Awards program celebrates the diverse range and quality of
architecture practiced throughout our state. Architects are encouraged to submit projects they
believe exemplify outstanding design excellence and innovation. Final selection and recognition
will be determined by an esteemed jury composed of architects from the Austin, Texas region.
Projects should have been drawn and /or completed within the past five years.



Categories

This year, traditional award categories have been set aside to allow the jury to evaluate each
submission solely on the strength and excellence of its design, regardless of project size or type.
Rather than awarding projects within predefined categories, the jury will recognize the most
outstanding work across all entries.

Projects will be evaluated holistically, with consideration given to overall architectural design,
interior design, and exceptional detailing or rather “Divine Detail”. This approach allows the
jury the flexibility to honor excellence wherever it appears within the body of submitted work.

Awards

] Honor Award

The Honor Award represents the highest level of recognition bestowed by AIA Alabama,
honoring projects that demonstrate exemplary design excellence and distinction beyond the
criteria established by the jury.

] Award of Merit

The Award of Merit recognizes projects that successfully achieve the jury’s standards for design
excellence.

] Honorable Mention
At its discretion, the jury may recognize one or more projects with an Honorable Mention for
noteworthy achievement and commendable design quality.

1 People’s Choice Award
Conference attendees will have the opportunity to vote for their favorite project during the AIA
Alabama Conference on Architecture, held October 2-4 at Perdido Beach Resort.

Top Block Award Criteria

ATA Alabama is pleased again to include the Alabama Concrete Industries Association’s Top
Block Award as a part of our Excellence in Design Awards program. To have your project
considered for the Top Block Award, please check the appropriate box on the entry form. Top
Block entries must be completed architectural projects submitted by ACIA or AIA members
who are licensed and practicing in Alabama at the time of project completion.

Projects must have been executed within the boundaries of the State of Alabama, Panhandle of
Florida or the Mississippi Gulf Coast. Projects must have been completed within two (2) years of
the last AIA Design Awards Program, and the design firm must be based in Alabama.

As indicated by the award name, the project must be a creative masonry design constructed
using concrete block / concrete masonry units or that utilize concrete masonry as a veneer.



AIA Alabama Excellence in Design Awards
Entry Form

Please complete the entry form(s) and return with correct fees no later than July 31st. Please
photocopy entry forms for multiple entries. Once your entry form is received you will be
emailed your project code and PowerPoint template. Boards and Digital Presentations must be
received in the ATA Alabama Office by August 15th. The Design Awards ceremony will be held
on Saturday, October 3rd, at The Perdido Beach Resort in conjunction with the AIA Alabama
Conference on Architecture.

Member submissions are $195 for the first project and $175 for each additional project per
firm. Non-member submissions are $325 for the first project a $275 for each additional project
per firm. Photos and descriptions may be used in our social media efforts. If you do NOT want
your projects shared on social media, please let us know.

Project Name:
Owner:
Architect:
Phone Number of Person submitting: Email:
Consultants & Email Addresses:

Contractor & Email Addresses:

Top Block Participation:

___ I'would like for this project to be considered for the Top Block Award.

ACFA Participation:

____$100 - IDO wish for my project board to be exhibited at the Alabama Center for
Architecture LEGO exhibit & exhibits around the state.

Method of payment: Check____ Credit Card: ____ (American Express, Visa or Mastercard)
Total Payment Enclosed: $

Name on Card: Credit Card #

Expiration Date: Security Code: Billing Zip Code:

Signature

Please complete and mail or email form to:
AIA Alabama Excellence in Design Awards
Post Office Box 240757, Montgomery, AL 36124
(Physical address is 1045 Ambassador Court, Montgomery, AL 36117)
Phone: (334) 264.3037 ® Fax: (334) 272.7128 ® Email: ATA@gmsal.com
Entry Forms and Fees to be submitted to the AIA Alabama Office by July 31st.
Boards and Digital Presentations must be received in the AIA Alabama office
by 4:30 p.m. on August 15th.



